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WHERE ARE THE NINE?   
Luke 17:11-19   

 INTRODUCTION  

Thursday is Thanksgiving Day.  It is good and fitting that as Christians we 
celebrate Thanksgiving Day for God has certainly been good to every single one of 
us.  

Most of us are familiar with the traditional story of Thanksgiving 
where William Bradford, of Plymouth, Massachusetts, proclaimed a day of 
Thanksgiving to celebrate the survival of the Pilgrims in their second year in 
the New World, as well as an abundant harvest that they had reaped with 
the aid of the Indians.  

However, many people may not know that this wasn’t the first day of 
thanksgiving in the new world.  The first permanent English settlement in the 
new world was at Jamestown Virginia in 1607.  But conditions got so 
bad for Jamestown settlers that the period between 1609-1610 was called 
the “Starving Time.”  When the supply ships arrived at the fort in 1610 the 
crew found settlers so malnourished they looked like skeletons and only 60 
of the original 300 colonists had survived.  When help arrived, in the form of 
a ship filled with food and supplies from England, a prayer meeting was 
held to give thanks to God.  This may have been the first thanksgiving day. (I 
like the Jamestown version better because my emigrate ancestor, Robert 
Wynne, came there around 1650. 

In 1789 president George Washington declared that November 26 
should be a national day of thanksgiving and prayer.  But the event didn’t 
become an annual event until president Abraham Lincoln in 1863 (64) 
declared it to be a national holiday on the 4

th
 Thursday of November.   

The "thanksgiving" part of this national holiday season has changed 
considerably from its early intent. Although many American families will prepare 
a "traditional" Thanksgiving turkey dinner,  many will not pause long enough to 
express thanks the Creator.   

According to the Pew research people 22.6% of Americans described 
themselves as “as atheist, agnostic or “nothing in particular.” Of the 
remaining 77% about 6% are of non-Christian religion.   Of the Christians 
only 1 in 4 are considered evangelical or 26.3 per cent of Americans are 
evangelicals.  If God is remembered and thanked this Thanksgiving in our 
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nation there will be a MINORITY thanking the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ for God’s hand of guidance and blessings to our nation!   

In our scripture passage read this morning, we have a situation where Jesus 
worked a miracle in the life of 10 ten lepers, and it seems that Jesus expected those 
whom he touches to express thanksgiving. 

Let’s consider this passage and as God to speak to our hearts through it.   

THE SETTING 

Jesus was coming out of Galilee going on his way to Jerusalem.  He was 
accompanied by his disciples and other followers.  Back in Luke 9:51 it says that 
he was going to Jerusalem to accomplish salvation before being taken up to 
heaven.  Jesus had already told them that he would be rejected by the leaders of the 
Jews and be killed and be raised on the third day (9:23).  The disciples didn’t 
understand what he was talking about.   

As he was going into a village near the border between Samaria and Galilee 
he was met by 10 men who had leprosy.   

Most of us have heard stories of the horrors of having leprosy in Biblical 
times. It was the most horrible disease to have. Not only was there the pain of the 
disease itself, but there was also the stigma that went with having the disease. You 
were cut off from the community.  You couldn’t go into the temple to worship.  
You had to declare everywhere you went, “Unclean!” You could call lepers “the 
walking dead.”  The 2

nd
 rate horror movies with the pictures of walking dead 

wouldn’t be too far off depicting the conditions of lepers.  Their skin was 
discolored, some of the limbs were rotted off, they were horrible looking and they 
were contagious. 

Note that verse 12 describes these lepers as standing “afar off.” Rabbinic 
tradition said that they had to stand at least 100 paces from anyone else. That is 
about 100 yards.  They could not even come close to Jesus.  But they cried out! 

These 10 were of a mixture of Jews and Samaritans.  At least one was a 
Samaritan and others were Jews.  The common crisis of having leprosy threw 
everyone in the same boat.  The Jewish and Samaritan animosity was set aside in 
light of their common problem. 

NOTICE THE LEPERS’ CRY 
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Upon seeing Jesus they began to cry, “Jesus, Master, have mercy [pity] on 
us”. 

That was all that they could do. No physician could heal them, no medicine 
could cure them. They were completely helpless to be cured from this disease.  
They could only cry out for mercy from the one who could do something for them. 

Leprosy is like sin in our lives.  Like the lepers, we are born in sin are 
outcasts from the Kingdom of God, we too are isolated from true intimacy with 
God. Like the lepers, we too are in the process of losing everything to sin, and like 
the lepers, we too are being destroyed by that which was in our bodies, the law of 
sin and death.  We too are the ‘walking dead,’ but most of us do not know it or 
won’t acknowledge it, unless Jesus works a miracle in our lives! 

We like to think that we are sufficient, that we are capable of handling life, 
but the truth is, we are born spiritually helpless into this world, and we are helpless 
to stand before sin and Satan. We stand condemned by sin and we are totally 
helpless. All we can do is cry out for mercy.  

The lepers’ only hope was  in this man Jesus.   Jesus had compassion on 
them and told them to go and present themselves to the priests, as the law 
commanded. ("Go, show yourselves to the priests.") The priest would inspect 
them and give them a clean bill of health so they could rejoin their communities 
and families (Lev. 14:2).  

THE MIRACLE 

Note that when Jesus told them to go show themselves to the priests, they 
went. What else were they to do.  This was their only hope.  Then it says that as 
they went there were healed.  Actually it says that “they were cleansed.” 

One principle here is noted.  They had to step out in faith before the healing 
began to take place.  When Jesus told them to go show themselves to the priests, he 
implied that they were going to be healed.  They had to step out in faith.  So do we.  
“Come unto me and I will give you rest.”  We must step out in faith and come to 
Jesus.  “Call on the name of the Lord and you will be saved,” Romans says.  We 
must call out in faith on the name of the Lord.     

As they went they began to see changes in their bodies.  Their skin began 
clearing up.  If they had sores, they were healed.  If they had lost limbs, they may 
have come back.  No doubt they began to see themselves differently, they began to 
rejoice and jump for joy. 
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THE LEPERS’ RESPONSE  

What was their first response in seeing that they were healed?  Nine of them 
went on their way. We don’t know if any of them went to a priest.  We don’t know 
what these nine did.  But we know what one of them did.  One returned to Jesus to 
give thanks. 

He not only realized that something wonderful had happened to him, he 
realized that God had done it through Jesus.  He had asked Jesus to have mercy on 
him and Jesus did!  So he returned to Jesus . 

Can we infer from the percentages of this story in general, that nine out of 
ten people never really pause to give thanks for what God has done for them?  

We have all been blessed in our nation.  God has richly poured out his 
blessing on us, but how many of us truly believe that it is God who has blessed us 
through Jesus? 

Now some of us may not even realize how we are blessed.  In every 
circumstance we can have something to thank God for.  It is a good habit to thank 
God every day for something. 

Matthew Henry, the famous Bible commentator, was robbed of his 
wallet once. He wrote in his diary that night all the things he was thankful 
about:  

• First, that he had never been robbed before. 

• Second, that though they took his wallet, they did not take his life. 

• Third, because even though they took it all, it wasn’t very much. 

• Finally, because he was the one who was robbed and not the one 
who was robbing 

We all have something to be thankful for every day.   

JESUS’ REACTION 

Now, let’s look at Jesus’ reaction.  Jesus concludes with a question,  

Verses 17-18:  “So Jesus answered and said, "Were there not 
ten cleansed? But where are the nine? "Were there not any 
found who returned to give glory to God except this 
foreigner?" 
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Why didn’t the other nine return to thank Jesus? One man named Charles 
Brown gave several suggestions as to why the other nine never returned to give 
thanks. Keep in mind that these are only suggestions, but they reveal a whole lot 
about human nature. 

 
· One waited to see if the cure was real. 
· One waited to see if it would last. 
· One said he would see Jesus later. 
· One decided that he had never had leprosy. 
· One said he would have gotten well anyway. 
· One gave the glory to the priests. 
· One said, "O, well, Jesus didn’t really do anything." 
· One said, "Any rabbi could have done it." 
· One said, "I was already much improved 

15)  One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising God 
in a loud voice.  (16)  He threw himself at Jesus' feet and thanked him--and he 
was a Samaritan.   

Jesus points out that the one who returned was a ‘foreigner’ or Samaritan.  
The Samaritan was the only one who clearly saw the source of his healing. I 
wonder if there is significance that only the Samaritan came back. 

Jesus concludes by saying to the Samaritan, “Rise and go; your faith has 
made you well." 

As one person put it (Guzik), “The other lepers had whole bodies but sick 
hearts.” 

Could it be that we need our hearts changed before we are truly grateful for 
God’s blessings?  I believe that there is something to this. 

CONCLUSION 

Finally, let’s look at how this Samaritan expressed his gratitude. The 
Samaritan fell at Jesus’ feet and thanked him.  Gratitude is shown by submission 
and worship of the one who makes us whole.  Jesus expects us to come to Him and 
thank God that through Jesus God has made us whole. 

Falling at someone’s feet is a picture of submission and worship. Look at 
others in the Bible how they expressed gratitude to Jesus.  Mary spent time at the 
feet of Jesus when He came to have supper at her house. The woman at Simon’s 
house spent time at the feet of Jesus washing His feet with her tears. In the book of 
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Revelation, the 24 elders, who represent all the redeemed of all the ages will bow 
before the Lamb who is on the throne. It is good to spend time at Jesus’ feet. 

Alexander MacLaren gave this insight, “Thankfulness knits us to Jesus with 
a blessed bond.  Nothing is so sweet to a loving heart as to pour itself out in thanks 
to him.”  How loving is our heart towards Jesus? 

We show our gratitude and thanksgiving by worship and submission to the 
person of Christ.  This is how to celebrate Thanksgiving Day and how to show 
thanksgiving to the one who has made you whole; to the One who made you 
acceptable to the kingdom of God through his healing you of sin. 

We have so much to be thankful for.  This Thanksgiving, don’t be like the 
nine, and have Jesus ask YOU, “Where are the nine?”  Don’t let Jesus have to say 
this Thanksgiving, “Where is Don, Jim, Sally, Susan, whomever.”  Fall at Jesus’ 
feet and give Him thanks.  And you will know what Thanksgiving Day is all about!   

Amen?  Amen! 

 

 


